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          (216) 295-4329 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Shaker Alumni Musicians Return for Concert 

There and Back Again:  A Homecoming Recital of Music for Marimbas and Vibraphone 

 

 The Shaker Schools Foundation will present a special percussion concert at Shaker 

Heights High School on March 5 featuring music for the keyboard-percussion instruments, 

marimba and vibraphone.  Professional musician and Shaker graduate, Luke Rinderknecht, is 

organizing a performance of pieces for one, two, three, and four percussionists.  It will benefit 

the Charlotte Braverman Music Enrichment Fund of the Shaker Schools Foundation.

 

 Tuesday, March 5, 2013 – 7:30 p.m. 

 Shaker Heights High School, 15911 Aldersyde Drive, Shaker Heights 

 Ticket prices:  $30 center orchestra seats and inclusion in program book; $15 side and 

balcony seats; $10 Shaker faculty and staff; $5, students with ID at the door  

 Advance ticket purchases are encouraged 

 Program includes music for marimbas and vibraphone  

o Elliot Cole: Postludes for Bowed Vibraphone (2012)  

 for four percussionists bowing one vibraphone  

o Jacob Druckman: Reflections on the Nature of Water (1986)  

 for solo marimba  

o Steve Reich: Nagoya Marimbas (1994)  

 for two marimbists  

o Toru Takemitsu: Rain Tree (1981)  

 for two marimbas and one vibraphone with crotales  

 Information: http://shaker.org/foundation/events or call (216) 295-4329 

 

Luke Rinderknecht graduated in 2001 from Shaker Heights High School, and since then 

has appeared across the world as a soloist, chamber, and orchestral musician. Cleveland 

audiences last heard him in spring 2001 as soloist in Paul Creston’s Concertino for Marimba 

with The Cleveland Orchestra at Severance Hall. He also appeared as soloist with the Cleveland 

Youth Wind Symphony playing James Basta’s marimba concerto in 2000.  More recently, he has 

performed with the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, Qatar and Buffalo philharmonics, St. Luke’s 

Chamber Orchestra, and the Virginia and West Virginia symphonies.  He has also toured Europe 

with the Verbier Festival Orchestra, and performed chamber operas under the direction of Lorin 

Maazel at the Castleton Festival. Mr. Rinderknecht spends his summers performing chamber 

http://shaker.org/foundation/events


music and teaching at the Bowdoin International Music Festival in Brunswick, Maine. He is a 

member of The Knights and The Metropolis Ensemble, and regularly joins the contemporary 

chamber band, Alarm Will Sound.  He has appeared with the indie rock band Dirty Projectors, as 

well as in the pit of Broadway’s Legally Blonde.  He can be heard on the Buffalo Philharmonic 

Orchestra’s double Grammy Award-winning recording of John Corigliano’s Mr. Tambourine 

Man, and on two albums from Sony Classical with The Knights. Next month Mr. Rinderknecht 

will be a soloist with City Music Cleveland in Avner Dorman’s Uzu and Muzu from Kakaruzu, a 

concerto for two percussionists and orchestra based on the book by Ephraim Sidon. Other 

engagements this spring include performances at Carnegie Hall, and the world premiere of a new 

David Bruce opera at the Off-Broadway New Victory Theater. Luke Rinderknecht earned his 

bachelor and master of music degrees at The Juilliard School, where he studied with Greg Zuber, 

Gordon Gottlieb, and Dan Druckman, and received the Peter Mennin Prize for outstanding 

achievement and leadership in music. 

 

Jacob Nissly joined The Cleveland Orchestra as principal percussion at the beginning of 

the 2011-2012 season.  He previously served as principal percussion of the Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra for two seasons and was a member of the New World Symphony in Florida.  He also 

has performed with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Des Moines Metro Opera, Houston 

Symphony Orchestra, Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra, 

and Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra; at the Chautauqua Institute, Japan’s Pacific Music Festival, 

and Spoleto USA Festival; and with the Verbier Festival Orchestra.  Mr. Nissly was born in 

Nebraska and grew up in Grimes, Iowa.  He earned a bachelor of music and jazz studies degree 

from Northwestern University, where he studied with Michael Burritt, James Ross, Joel Spencer, 

and Paul Wertico, and a master of music degree from the Juilliard School, where his teachers 

were Dan Druckman and Greg Zuber.  He began his percussion studies with Woody Smith in 

Iowa and also has worked extensively with Michael Werner.  In 2011, Jacob Nissly was 

appointed to the faculty of the Eastman School of Music as an adjunct professor of percussion.  

In his free time, he enjoys running, reading, collecting maps, and sports. 

 

Dinesh Joseph graduated from Shaker Heights High School in 1998 and earned a 

bachelor of music degree from the Juilliard School in 2002.  He has held the position of assistant 

principal timpanist and second percussion with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra since 2003.  

While he was at Juilliard, Mr. Joseph was an orchestra fellow at the National Repertory 

Orchestra and the Tanglewood Music Center. He later completed his masters of music degree at 

Cleveland State University and served as principal percussionist of the Youngstown Symphony 

before beginning his tenure in Buffalo. Dinesh Joseph owns his own mallet company, Dragonfly 

Percussion, which manufactures and markets specialty orchestral mallets. 

 

Jeff DeRoche is an active percussionist in the Cleveland area. He is a member of the 

Canton Symphony Orchestra and often plays with the Detroit Symphony and the West Virginia 

Symphony.  He is finishing a professional studies diploma at the Cleveland Institute of Music.  

 

The Shaker Schools Foundation was founded in 1981 to receive financial support for 

programs not included in the Shaker school district’s budget.  The first foundation in the state of 

Ohio to benefit public schools, its mission is to provide resources to enrich the educational 

experiences of students in the Shaker Heights City School District.  Through grants to teachers, 



support of special projects, student awards, and other fundraising, the Foundation provided 

$115,900 in enrichment funds during its 2012 fiscal year.  The site of the March 5th event, the 

large auditorium, was restored through a partnership between the Foundation and the Shaker 

Heights City School District.  The Foundation raised $1.5 million toward the $2.4-million 

project, which completely renovated the space and upgraded the theatrical lighting and sound 

systems.  The large auditorium reopened in February 2008.     
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